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"PORTRAIT OF A WOMAN," BY FRANZ HALS 

RECOMMENDED FOR PURCHASE 

This important example of Franz Hals has been optioned by the Arts 

Commission in the hope that some means will be found 

to acquire it for the Permanent Collection. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS NEEDED FOR PURCHASE FUND 



The Institute is facing a serious 
problem, the burden of which it 
would like the people to share. The 
obligation of our purchases made in 
Europe last summer is only partially 
defrayed. There is still a deficit of 
about $25,000 to be raised. In addi- 
tion to this we have had an oppor- 
tunity to secure an excellent example 
of Franz Hals at a very moderate 
price, and this picture we have op- 



tioned, hoping that someone in De- 
troit interested in the progress of 
the Institute will present it. 

When the recent accessions ac- 
quired in Europe last summer under 
very favorable conditions were 
put on exhibition in February, we 
placed our problem frankly before 
the people, and our appeal received 
some generous responses. The 
Founders Society purchased the 
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terra cotta sculpture, "Saint John 
the Baptist" by Bartolommeo Bel- 
lano, and the terra cotta relief in 
polychrome, "Madonna and Child" 
of the della Robbia school. From 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Webber 
we received the gift of the XVI Cen- 
tury Italian cabinet and cupboard 
which are reproduced in this number 
of the Bulletin. Mr. Ralph H. 
Booth presented the Venetian bap- 
tismal font and the "Portrait of a 
Lady" by Nicolas Elias. We again 
appeal to our readers to make other 
gifts from this exhibit in order that 
we may clear up our indebtedness. 
The collection includes paintings, 
sculpture, furniture and other ob- 
jects of decorative handicraft, rang- 
ing in price from three hundred to 
twelve thousand dollars. 

The "Portrait of a Woman" by 
Franz Hals is a fine example of the 
middle period of the master. It is 
published in Hofstade de Groot's 
book, "Dutch Masters of the XVII 
Century" (No. 380); in Dr. Valen- 
tiner's book on Franz Hals (No. 
118); and in Dr. Wilhelm Bodes' 
book on Franz Hals (No. 157). It 
was sold from the collection of 
Baron Von Oppenheim at Cologne 
in 1918 and is strongly recommended 



for purchase by both Dr. Valentiner 
and Dr. Bode. The Institute has 
no example of this very significant 
master, and opportunities such as 
this to secure his works are very 
rare. 

A deficit is not an uncommon 
factor to be reckoned with in the 
operation of American museums. 
Even such wealthy institutions as 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and the Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts have to make up by subscrip- 
tion large sums each year, to pay 
their running expenses. Our appeal 
for funds is for the sole purpose of 
acquiring for the Institute beautiful 
objects of art which will forever 
enrich the lives of the people of our 
city and will remain as a permanent 
testimonial of the generosity and 
interest of the donor. 

On the eve of beginning the new 
building for the Detroit Institute of 
Arts, the people of the City of 
Detroit should take a very personal 
interest in the building up of the 
collections to be housed in that 
beautiful setting. The Secretary 
will be pleased to consult with those 
who are able and willing to assist 
in the museum's problem. 

C. H. B. 



ACCESSIONS IN THE PRINT DEPARTMENT 



The Department of Prints has 
received two notable additions in 
the etchings of Whistler and Zorn, 
the Whistlers being chosen by Mr. 
Fitz Roy Carrington, while the 



Zorns were purchased by Mr. Ralph 
H. Booth during his visit abroad. 
Whistler is represented by four of 
his English plates — Millbank, Bil- 
lingsgate, The Little Putney, Hurl- 



